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National Lockdown and School Closure  

5th January 2021 

Dear Parents and carers, The announcement last night to return to a national lockdown and 

school closures did not come as a surprise to many of us. We are saddened that this is the case, 

but we do fully understand and support the decision to save lives and protect the NHS.  

As per my letter to you yesterday, we have already started to plan the remote learning offer and 

put plans in place for the onsite provision for key worker and vulnerable children to commence on 

Wednesday 6th January.  

All of our staff will continue to attend work in school every day to ensure that we have full capacity 

to meet the needs of our children both those in school and at home.  

Remote Learning - We will be recording a series of lessons and posting them to See-Saw each 

day, this will mean that the video lessons will be available for you to access at a convenient time to 

you. We understand that many households will have parents working from home and limited 

device access, we therefore felt this would be the best option to provide our remote learning offer 

to ensure all children can access it at some point during the day and the videos can be watched 

again if children are struggling with the learning.  

We know that some households have no device access or very limited access due to the number 

of people needing access. We will be supporting those families with device access to support 

remote learning. We also have 50 Vodafone SIM cards for any families struggling with data, they 

provide 30 days of days of data. They can either be put directly into a phone or tablet, or put into 

an old phone that can then be used a wi-fi hotspot. Please let us know if you would like one of the 

SIM cards.  

Each day there will an optional live session with your child’s class teacher so they can address 

any issues children have had with the days learning and also to complete a short activity together. 

These will be scheduled to avoid clashes with other children in the house in case of shared device 

use. The times will be text out later today and we will stick to these times each day. 

We will not be sending out paper learning packs as we will be supporting parents to access the 

online learning provided. If you need paper, we can sort out exercise books that would be 

available for collection. If you need support with any other resources please let us know and we 

will see how we can support you.  

Onsite Provision - We will continue to provide onsite provision at Foxyards Academy only for 

those who are classed as children of critical workers or vulnerable (this includes Nursery) 

guidance on who is eligible for places can be found at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-
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They will complete the same learning in school that has been set each day for the rest of the class 

through remote learning, this will mean that there will be some flexibility to only access the onsite 

provision on days where it is required so as not to interrupt the sequence of learning between 

home and school. Children will be required to do the full school day if they are booked into onsite 

provision.  

Children attending school will need to arrive in full uniform each day and PE kit on identified days.  

The school day will be from 09:00 – 15:00, wraparound care will still be available. Children can be 

dropped off between 08:45 – 09:00 – the gates will be locked at 09:00. They can then be collected 

between 15:00 – 15:15  

Lunch will continue to be available through our onsite catering service and booked as normal on 

the days your child is in school.  

Children will continue to be organised into bubbles to reduce contact with other children. Class 

bubbles will be organised with no more than 12 children in each room to support social distancing. 

They will remain in their bubble at all times, including break and lunch times – there will be no 

mixing at all with other bubbles. Parents need to continue to wear face coverings and socially 

distance.  

To access places for onsite provision you will need to complete a weekly online booking form that 

will be sent out the previous week.  

Our Covid risk assessment and procedures have been updated to ensure we are keeping 

everyone on site as safe as possible.  

This is not an ideal situation and is certainly not what we wanted, but it is what we have and we 

now have to make the best of it and do what we can under very difficult circumstances. We will do 

everything we can to support you and your children to ensure they keep on learning and that they 

are given the best pastoral support we can now and when they return.  

As mentioned earlier, all staff are in school. So, if you need help or support at any time, we are all 

here for both you and your children. If you are struggling please do not hesitate to contact us and 

reach out, if we are unable to help, we will certainly do our best to find someone that can.  

Take good care of yourselves and stay safe, the day will come when we will be able to welcome 

all of our children safely back into school and that is what we will hold on to.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs Lowe 
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